Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 VANCOU 00722 262154Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO FEA-01 ERDA-07 AID-05 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO EPG-02 DODE-OO EB-08 FPC-01 H-02 
INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 
USIA-15 OES-07 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 ACDA-10 
PA-02 PRS-01 /122W 

086813 270006Z/64 

R 262100Z JUL 77 
FM AMCONSUL VANCOUVER 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3632 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

UNCLAS VANCOUVER 0722 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: ENRG, SENV, CA, US 

SUBJECT: ENERGY: ROSS DAM 

REF: VANCOUVER 631 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO ALLEGED STATEMENTS BY SEATTLE CITY LIGHT 
SUPERINTENDENT TO SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL THAT B.C. HAS PROPOSED 
SPEEDING UP DAM CONSTRUCTION IN B.C. AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO RAISING 
ROSS DAM, ENVIRONMENT MINISTER NIELSEN ON JULY 22 TOLD PRESS 
"THERE WOULD BE NO NEW DAMS BUILT, NO FLOODING IN B.C. AND NO 
SPEEDING UP OF CONSTRUCTION." HE REPORTEDLY CONFIRMED, HOWEVER, 
THAT THE B.C. PACKAGE OFFERED TO SEATTLE DOES INCLUDE A PROPOSAL 
TO SUPPLY ENERGY BY INCREASING GENERATING CAPACITY AT EXISTING 
DAMS AND BY RAISING SEVEN-MILE DAM. 

2. NIELSEN DECLINED TO DISCLOSE PRECISE DETAILS OF THE PROPOSAL 
AND TOLD PRESS HE WAS ASTONISHED THAT SEATTLE CITY LIGHT HAD 
MADE PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON THE ISSUE BECAUSE IT HAD AGREED WITH 
B.C. THAT THE BEST APPROACH WAS TO GET THE NEGOTIATING OUT OF 
THE WAY BEFORE GOING PUBLIC. PREMATURE PUBLICATION OF THE B.C. 
PROPOSAL, HE SAID, "WOULD ALLOW CERTAIN PEOPLE TO PICK THE 
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PROPOSAL APART BEFORE WE GOT ANYWHERE, AND THAT WOULD BE 
DETRIMENTAL." 
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